Mr Kirk has been joined by Professor Williamson to produce this second edition of a book which has now been completely updated and I have enjoyed meandering through its 649 pages enormously. Within its 36 chapters are contributions from 25 leading surgeons. Each surgical operation is clearly described under the headings Appraise, Access, Assess, Action and Aftercare with a special subheading-Difficulty?-for points requiring special attention during each procedure. There are many excellent line drawings throughout the text which are most helpful and at the end of each chapter there is a small bibliography giving references for further reading.
The title of this book can be rather misleading since the preface suggests that it is intended "primarily as a practical manual for the General Surgeon about to carry out an operation". The surgical procedures described, however, cover the entire field of general surgery together with three separate chapters on Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgery and further chapters on Plastic Surgery, Neonatal Surgery, Neurosurgery, Ophthalmology, Oral Surgery and Gynaecology. It is, in fact, a massive reference book meticulously detailing the more frequently carried out procedures in the totality of surgery.
In the introductory chapter one is brought right up to date with advice on perioperative prophylaxis when treating Aids or Hepatitis B risk patients. Perhaps more emphasis could have been put on the use of the nylon darn for the repair of inguinal hernia-surely the Bassini repair with Tanner slide is now less commonly used? Transverse loop colostomy in the traditional manner is described in some detail but there is no mention of the use of the skin bridge in this operation which makes the subsequent stoma smaller, neater and easier to manage. In most district general hospitals the image intensifier is usually available for operative cholangiography and this is worthy of mention.
In the excellent Urological Section it is recommended that vasectomy is usually performed under general anaestheticlocal anaesthesia is, however, extremely satisfactory and is in widespread use. The chapter on Breast Surgery could include more information on the use of the silicone implant after mastectomy since many of today's patients seem to expect this. Also it might have been useful to have advice on the difficult technique of carrying out biopsy of mammographic abnormalities targeted radiologically-an increasing trend which accompanies screening. The editor of these two opulent volumes will be well known to the majority of readers as having established a unit of hepatobiliary surgery of international repute at The Royal Postgraduate Medical School. Due largely to Blumgart (and the many other contributors to these volumes) the specialty of hepatobiliary surgery has developed and advanced in recent years and it is timely that a production such as this should appear to record the current state-of-the-art in surgical aspects of liver and biliary disease.
The 121 chapters are contributed by over 150 authors from fifteen different countries; the authors have been selected on their record of both established and ongoing work in the field. Although many are surgeons, the disciplines of radiology, endoscopy, hepatology, pathology and anaesthesiology are also represented. Detailed and comprehensive, the volumes will be read not only by the surgeon in training but also by the established practitioner including those who already specialise in hepatic surgery. The editor hopes that the volumes will act as a stimulus to those interested in further study of the many unresolved problems which await investigation. In this he could hardly be disappointed as the work will certainly stand as a major text for years to come while, at the same time, highlighting the several areas that still require definitive solution.
Volume I starts with a section on anatomy and pathophysiology and this is followed by a comprehensive section on diagnostic techniques. Section three relates to pre-and postoperative care and anaesthesia while subsequent sections discuss in detail the surgery of gallstones, biliary stricture and biliary fistula. The fourth volume of the popular series is well up to the standard of its predecessors, and like them will be almost compulsory reading for FRCS candidates and probably their examiners also. The editors are to be congratulated on continuing to enlist the support of such an excellent group of writers in so many diverse surgical fields. All surgeons, of whatever discipline, will find much of general interest and educational value in this book.
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